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THE ALDINE. 



THE CHARTER OAK BUILDING. 

The splendid building recently erected for the Charter Oak 
Life Insurance Company at Hartford, Connecticut, is well worthy 
of illustration in this journal, both for the cultivated taste displayed 
in the exterior of the structure, and the perfection of its interior 
arrangements for business purposes. The engraving we print 
gives an excellent 
idea of the char- 
acter of the build- 
ing and the har- 
mony of its pro- 
portions. The 
space covered by 
the structure is 
182 feet in length 
by 94 in width. 
The height oi the 
walls, from the 
sidewalk to the 
seat of the roof, is 
82 feet. The vast 
dimensions of the 
facades are skil- 
fully diversified to 
produce a fine ar- 
chitectural effect, 
by the introduc- 
tion of pavilions 
and curtains, 
which rise from 
the basement story 
walls to the main 
cornice. In the 
center of the front 
elevation there is 
a massive portico, 
resting on stylo- 
bate pedestals, and 
crowned with a 
bold entablature. 
Resting on the 
portico is a balus- 
trade behind which 
is a fine frontis- 
piece window, sur- 
mounted by a 
frieze and a circu- 
lar pediment, in 
the tympanums ot 
which are carved, 
in full alio relievo, 
the oak branch 
and acorns em- 
blematical of the 
company's title. 
The composition 
of the first story of 
both facades is 
wholly of piers and 
posts crowned with 
capitals support- 
ing bold entabla- 
tures. The com- 
position of the re- 
maining stories is 
in pieces of ashler, 
with all windows 
and openings sur- 
rounded by archi- 
traves and crown- 
ed with caps. The 
main cornice, with 
its freize and ar- 
chitrave courses, 
is very rich and 
heavy, and imparts 
to the whole struc- 
ture a peculiarly 
imposing appear- 
ance. In design- 
ing the roof, the 
architects have 
happily succeeded 
in avoiding the 
monotony of the 
pet Mansard and 
Louvre forms, in- 
troducing a double 
hip, relieved by a 
pyramidal or con- 
ical roof over each 
of the corner pavil- 
ions. This is ren- 
dered still more ef- 
fective by the high- 
ly ornate and mas- 
sive domes, win- 
dows and balus- 
trade, and the elab- 
orate chimney tops with the surrounding metal grilles and other 
ornamental metal work. The material used for facing the street 
facades is Concord, N. H., granite. The stylobate of both facades 
is of dark sienite, from Quincy, Mass. The great business hall of 
the building is located really in the rear, and occupies the full 
width of the structure. It is thirty-two feet in height and is 
lighted by four enormous windows on each side, which extend 
through the first and second stories. 

Of the architects, Messrs. Bryant & Rogers, it is unnecessary 
to speak, our illustration of this building sufficiently attests the 



admirable taste and skill which they have displayed in its con- 
struction. They have given close personal attention to the details 
of the work, and in this they have been ably seconded by their 
assistant, Mr. Frank H. Kimball. 

Of the many costly edifices throughout the country, erected for 
the accommodation of life insurance corporations, this building 
reflects by far the greatest credit upon all concerned, and is 




us, and the superior taste and excellence of which have made his 
firm a world-wide reputation. He is ever on the hunt for new 
views and bits ot mountain scenery in far off and almost inacces- 
sible mountain localities, whither, with his apparatus, he betakes 
himself, regardless of time, trouble or expense. He essays, also, 
with infinite patience, to catch the grand but momentary effects of 
certain of the mists and clouds, as slowly from the valley they rise 

and partly veil the 
face of the cliffs, 
disclosing in some 
jagged rent, pic- 
tures of pines and 
rock pinnacles a 
thousand feet in 
the air over your 
head, and then 
everything is hid- 
den for another 
five hundred feet, 
when another bit 
of sky territory is 
disclosed. ■ The 
summits are often 
entirely obscured, 
a pine tree stands 
out here and 
there ; a pine tree, 
seemingly rooted 
in the fog. And 
all the time, with 
slow majestic mo- 
tion, this grand 
curtain is rising, 
now obscuring, 
now revealing por- 
tions of the eternal 
rocks. It is the 
ascension of the 
incense from a 
thousand altars, in 
this the most ma- 
jestic of God's 
temples. And, for 
fitting accompani- 
ment, there roars 
the eternal thun- 
der of the falls, 
roaring, crashing, 
and tumbling, with 
ever varying de- 
gree of sound ; 
roaring and thun- 
dering as they have 
so roared and 
thundered, night 
and day, year and 
year, century and. 
century, before ev- 
er man built the 
Pyramids, before 
he commenced to 
write his history, 
before he had even 
invented a letter. 



We have to ac- 
knowledge the re- 
ceipt, from J. B. 
Ford & Co., of two 
charming chromos 
— " Fast Asleep," 
and" WideA wake" 
— from paintings 
by Mrs. S. Ander- 
son, of London. 
They are pretty 
subjects — fresh, 
sweet, and bloom- 
ing child faces — 
and as gracefully 
treated by the art- 
ists as well ren- 
dered in the trans- 
fer to the chromo- 
lithograph. 

We have re- 
ceived from the 
sculptor, Mr. John 
Rogers, another 
of his charming 
groups, " Rip Van 
Winkle," perme- 
ated with all that 
quaint humor and 
life-like truth for 
which his works 
are so well known. 



THE CHARTER OAK BUILDING, HARTFORD, 



evidence of enlightened taste and good sense in the application of 
the building fund. 



CONNECTICUT. 

The study oi 
art possesses this 
great and peculiar charm, that it is absolutely unconnected with 
the struggles and contests of ordinary life. By private interests, by 
political questions, men are deeply divided and set at variance ; 
but beyond and above all such party strifes, they are attracted and 
united by a taste for the beautiful in art. It is a taste at once en- 



The Yo-Semite abounds in photographers, and their signs 
hang upon the outer walls of their canvas houses, notifying men 

and women that their shadows may be secured with El Capitan, j grossing and unselfish, which may be indulged without effort, and 
or any of the falls, in the background. Among the rest is T. C. yet has the power of exciting the deepest emotions — a taste able to 
Roche, sent out by E. & H. T. Anthony & Co., of New York. | exercise and to gratify both the nobler and softer parts of our na- 
Roche is interested in earnest in his business, the production of ture— the imagination and the judgment, love of emotion and power 
those beautiful stereoscopic pictures, specimens of which are before ' of reflection, the critical faculty, the senses and the reason. — Guizot. 



